
The purpose of restoring the Provo River’s delta is to help recover 

the endangered June sucker, and in doing so, restore a natural ecosystem 

and improve recreational experiences in the lower Provo River/Utah Lake 

area. The project will benefi t the State of Utah by ensuring important 

water delivery projects linked to June sucker recovery stay on track, 

and the local community will benefi t from enhanced outdoor recreation 

opportunities and protected open space, which contribute to a high 

quality of life, and attract and sustain businesses and families. 

The project involves diverting most of the lower Provo River’s fl ow 

north of its current location into a constructed system of braided 

waterways and wetlands that will connect with Utah Lake. This will 

create habitat critical to the survival of the young June sucker that are 

hatched in the upstream portions of the Provo River. The old channel 

will continue to receive stream fl ow and will maintain a constant water 

elevation year-round. An aeration system will be installed to improve 

water quality, aesthetics and odor. Access to this channel will be 

made easier and safer and trailheads with parking and non-motorized 

boat access will be constructed. Additional trails and two observation 

towers will be constructed around the new delta area so the 

public can enjoy the beauty of Utah Lake and the restored delta.

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
This newsletter is to update 
you on project progress. For 
more background and detailed 
information, and to view our 
project video, visit our website: 
provoriverdelta.us
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This newsletter is to provide an update 

on the Provo River Delta Restoration 

Project progress since last Autumn. 
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JUNE SUCKER RECOVERY NEWS
Lower Provo River Diversion Structures

The Mitigation Commission and Central Utah Water Conservancy 

District will begin work this year to investigate the feasibility of 

rehabilitating or removing two diversion structures on the lower 

Provo River. The Lower City diversion is the main focus initially as it 

is located at the upstream boundary of June sucker critical habitat. 

Provo City will be involved in this process, as they currently manage 

both the Lower City and the Upper City diversion (located immediately 

upstream of the Lower).

The lower Provo River supports a high quality sport fi shery, as well 

as critical June sucker spawning habitat in the lowest 4.9 miles. 

Rehabilitation or removal of diversion structures along this reach is 

needed to realize the full potential of instream fl ows for the fi shery 

and riverine ecosystem objectives, and to allow spawning June sucker 

access to suitable spawning habitat in the Provo River. This is a 

necessary component for June sucker recovery. 

The Commission previously worked with the District to rebuild the 

Fort Fields Diversion, the most downstream diversion structure on the 

Provo River (see photos). The project was completed in October 2009, 

and June sucker were observed spawning upstream of the structure 

the following year. 

Acquiring Water Rights for Lower Provo River Flows

The Mitigation Commission and Central Utah Water Conservancy District are 

renewing eff orts to acquire additional water for lower Provo River instream 

fl ows. Section 302(a) of the Central Utah Project Completion Act (CUPCA) 

directs the District, with funding provided by the Commission, to acquire 

water rights in the Utah Lake basin for the purpose of establishing a minimum 

fl ow in the lower Provo River. Under this authority water shares and rights 

have been acquired yielding approximately 2,500 acre-feet annually for 

instream fl ows which, together with more than 13,700 acre-feet of water 

conserved under Section 207 of CUPCA, provide a substantial amount 

of water available to support lower Provo River instream fl ows. However, 

additional water supply is still needed in order to reach year-round goals for fl ows in the lower Provo River. Renewing the 

acquisition eff ort will hopefully provide water supplies that help achieve these goals.

JSRIP Interpretive Master Plan

The June Sucker Recovery Implementation Program has initiated an interpretive master planning process that will 

expand outreach and education eff orts related to June sucker recovery. The master plan will identify locations and 

messages for interpretive exhibits and signage that will ultimately be installed at sites around Utah Lake and along its 

key tributaries, like Provo River and Hobble Creek. The plan will include a dedicated section identifying interpretive 

features specifi c to the Provo River Delta project.

For data and study results, or more information on these eff orts, contact Mike Mills at Mikem@cuwcd.com 

or visit the June Sucker Recovery Implementation Program’s website: junesuckerrecovery.org

Fort Fields Diversion during (top) and after 

(bottom) construction.

Lower Provo River



A study was initiated in April 2017 to gather baseline 

information on avian abundance and movement at 

twenty monitoring locations in and around the Provo 

River Delta project area (see map below).

The fi rst year of data collection has just been completed 

and preliminary results show a total of approximately 

310,000 bird observations. Forty-eight percent (48%) of 

the total bird observations occurred at fi ve monitoring 

locations at the Provo Airport and adjacent lands along 

Utah Lake and north Provo Bay/wetland interface. 

Remaining observations were as follows: 17% within 

Utah Lake State Park; 17% at six monitoring locations 

within and adjacent to the delta project area; 11% at fi ve 

monitoring locations around Provo Bay; and, 7% at three 

monitoring locations adjacent to the Powell Slough 

Waterfowl Management Area and Utah Lake. The most 

common species observed were blackbirds, waterfowl, 

swallows and gulls, making up 84% of the total 

observations. The most common habitat where species 

observations occurred include agricultural land (20%), 

followed by wetlands (14%), Utah Lake (11%), trees (8%) 

and Utah Lake State Park Marina (8%).

More detailed information can be found on our 

project website ProvoRiverDelta.us

PUTTING THE “BAY” 
BACK IN SKIPPER BAY

BIRD MONITORING 
AND MOVEMENT STUDY

Bay \bā\ (noun) A recessed coastal body of water that directly connects to a 
larger main body of water, such as an ocean, lake, or another bay. 

Historic maps highlight the evolving nature of the area commonly known as 
Skipper Bay. An 1856 Bureau of Land Management survey maps the Skipper 
Bay area (the gray area shown on the map above) as entirely under water and 
part of Utah Lake. The 1948 map shown here displays a levee that was built 
around 1921, which kept land south of the levee dry, while the area north and 
west of it remained a wetland/marsh area connected to Utah Lake (similar to 
the larger Provo Bay to the south).

By 1969, the levee had been extended north to create the feature now known 
as Skipper Bay Dike, which eff ectively disconnects the entire bay area from the 
Lake under most conditions. 

However, as recently as 2011, Utah Lake overtopped portions of the dike (see 
photo below), highlighting the lake’s natural tendency to inundate the low-lying 
historic bay area. 

One of the main elements of the delta restoration project will entail directing 
Provo River fl ow into the eastern and northern portions of the former Skipper 
Bay area, and lowering a portion of Skipper Bay Dike, to restore the connection 
between Provo River, Skipper Bay and Utah Lake. 

TRAILHEAD 
IMPROVEMENTS
PROVO RIVER WEST 
TRAILHEAD UPDATE
Utah Lake State Park, in 
partnership with Utah County, 
Utah Lake Commission, the 
Mitigation Commission, Provo 
City, and Utah Division of 
Forestry Fire and State Lands, 
is constructing a new trailhead 
parking area just east of the 
State Park entrance. The site 
was cleared of vegetation over 
the winter, and initial grading 
work is scheduled for this year. 
Additional work will proceed 
as funding becomes available. 
When complete, the trailhead 
will include parking, a restroom, 
and trail and river access.

DELTA GATEWAY 
TRAILHEAD PARTNERSHIP
We have fi nalized an agreement 
with Provo City Parks and 
Recreation Department to 
contribute funding towards the 
design of a new trailhead parking 
area on the south side of the 
Provo River near Lakeshore Drive. 
This new trailhead will provide 
convenient access to the existing 
Provo River Parkway Trail as well 
as new trails planned as part of 
the Provo River Delta project and 
as part of Provo City’s Lakeview 
Parkway road project. Provo City 
will be initiating the trailhead 
design process in coming months 
and will be convening a citizen’s 
design committee consisting of 
neighborhood representatives 
and stakeholders. Contact 
Thomas McKenna (tmckenna@
provo.org) if you are interested in 
being involved. 

View of Skipper Bay Dike in July 

2011, when Utah Lake reached 

an elevation of 4491.3 feet and 

overtopped portions of the dike 

(note fl ood debris visible on paved 

trail in foreground of photo). Pumps 

and sandbags were used to try to 

lower water levels in the low-lying 

Skipper Bay area on the east side of 

the dike (right side of photo).

Lower Provo River near Lakeshore Drive 

PROJECT 
DESIGN 
UPDATE

Late last year, draft engineering designs were completed 

for a berm that will defi ne the southern border of the 

delta area, and for a small dam and water diversion 

structure on the existing lower Provo River. These 

draft designs recently underwent a value engineering 

process to evaluate possible design modifi cations to 

improve function or reduce costs. Project leads will be 

reviewing the value engineering results and gathering 

stakeholder input this spring and summer as the design 

process continues.

Draft designs for the new river channel and delta area, 

including draft revegetation plans (see illustration 

above), have also been completed. These draft designs 

incorporate input from agency biologists with June 

sucker expertise, as well as input from Federal Aviation 

Administration, USDA Wildlife Services, Provo Airport, 

and US Fish & Wildlife Service on design strategies to help 

reduce bird-aircraft strike risk. 

Final designs will be completed once all land needed for 

the project is acquired. Project construction is expected 

to take four years and may start in 2019 or 2020.

Draft delta zone revegetation plan, which includes 

areas of rooted aquatic vegetation like pondweed 

in the river channels and ponds; areas of emergent 

vegetation like bulrush along the lakeshore and in 

shallower areas of the channels and ponds; and areas 

of riparian vegetation like willows in drier portions of 

the restored delta. Re-establishment of this mix of 

vegetation communities will be an essential part of 

restoring June sucker rearing habitat.
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